ARLINGTON TRAVEL SOCCER CLUB

Executive Board Meeting - Minutes

Tuesday, July 18, 2006

Board/Committee Members Present:  Andy Megas, President; Jim Fort, Girls Commissioner; Lee Dudka, Boys Commissioner; Robin Tilsworth, Secretary; Areil Schwartz, Girls Player Representative; Chris Hunt, Boys Player Representative; George Shirley, Boys Coach Representative; Chris Smith, Girls Coaches Representative; Phil Keating, NCSL Representative; Richard Easby, WAGS Representative, Randy Custer, Communications Director; and Marta Cahill, chair of the Executive Director search committee.

Staff Present:  Nancy Etkin, Executive Director and Grant Smith, Director of Coaching.

President’s report:  Reemphasized strong showing of spring season with 10 teams moving up.   Megas praised the work of the search committee for the Executive Director under the direction of Marta Cahill.  The search process consisted of a 5-person committee review of 13 applications followed by interviews of the top five candidates.  Three were forwarded for discussions with the Executive Director and Director of Coaching and interviews with the President and Boy and Girls Commissioners.  The qualifications of the finalists were reviewed.  After discussion the Board voted to hire Lizzy Stell.  Ms. Stell has a broad knowledge and background in soccer.  She grew up in Arlington where she has played and coached soccer.  She is a good communicator and understands the ATSC focus on players.    

Treasurer report:   No major changes in the financial situation but the summer camps are expected to raise about $1,000 for the club.  ATSC is looking for a good volunteer for treasurer.    

Boys & Girls Commissioners reported on meeting with the coaches and managers for the three of the four U-14 boys teams in ATSC.  There is a need for additional meetings with U-9 parents on what travel soccer entails and what is expected as families in travel soccer.  Also, focus will be to make sure that all players are paying, no full scholarships. More information will be developed on fact that the ATSC “scholarships” should be viewed as “fee supplements” not complete support.

NCSL:  ATSC has a total of 23 all organized and addition of new team, Earthquakes.  Upcoming meetings schedule for August for new managers, STARS, registrations.   

WAGS: ATSC has 15 teams, and the new registrar based in Arlington.  Intensity Blue will be back in WAGS in the spring.  

Director of Coaching:  One team is looking for a coach and several teams are looking for players.  There are some issues with use of closed fields:  only Reed and Fields Park are open --- to protect the fields.  The DOC and coaches have completed U-9 to U-12 camps and will have the U-15 and above next week, but awfully hot on synthetic fields.  The Board discussed adding training sessions by Brandon Prideaux and other DC United players.  Grant will request a proposal and details although fields in fall are highly unlikely.  There is also a need to look into a supplemental training option for the older players.

Old & New Business:

Referees:  The Board is making final edits on a letter regarding a problematic referee.  The letter will request that this person not be scheduled for the older age groups and higher divisions.  The signed letter will be sent to the referee schedulers as well as presidents and R&D committee chairs. 

Coach and Volunteer of the Year:  The Board considered nine nominations for the inaugural ATSC Coach of the Year and four nominations for Volunteer of the Year.  Votes were cast.  These selections will be announced at the Club Council meeting in August and will be forwarded the VYSA for state-wide consideration.

Nets and Flags:  ATSC will not be hiring a replacement to provide set up and take down.  The Board voted to purchase field boxes where needed and Managers will be given instructions on team responsibilities.  

Coaches Game:  Set for Saturday, September 9 at Quincy Field and will be organized by the Boys & Girls Player & Coach Representatives as will as the Director of Coaching.  A megaphone will be used this year.   

Club Development Committee, chaired by Jim Fort, will be formed at the Club Council meeting of three to five people for development and vote in the March 2007 meeting.  

.  

The date of the Club Council meeting was set for Thursday. Aug 24.

Summary of votes:  

Approved hire of Lizzy Stell, Executive Director, effective August 1, 2006.

Approved purchase of field boxes as needed for flag and net storage.    

Voted on ATSC Coach and Volunteer of the Year.

Meeting adjourned at 9:30 pm

