Arlington Travel Soccer Club

Board Meeting

December 16, 2008

Present:  Steve Lent, Hilary Phillips, Frank Demarco, Andrea Malito, Chris Smith, Lizzy Stell, Grant Smith, Bob Bigney (ASA Technical Dir.)

Director of Coaching Report 12/16/2008

Club Training – Our first Club training session for the boys and girls (U9-14) on 12/7 was cancelled due to the cold weather.  It was about 30 degrees with 40 MPH gusts, so Bob and I decided to cancel the session.  The next session on 12/14 for the boys (U9-14) went very well.  We had coaches from every age group represented over the course of the day.  The sessions had approximately 30 boys for each of the sessions.  The sessions were split up with U9/10, U11/12 and U13/14.  The focus of the sessions was shooting, finishing, passing (for the U9/10) and 1v1 to 5v5 play.  The kids worked hard and had a good time.  The staff was able to work with new players and the event exposed our players to new coaches and styles.  The girls (U9-14) have their session on 12/21 at greenbrier from 12-5pm.

VYSA Workshop – The ASA has offered to pay for our coaches and staff to attend the VYSA Workshop on 1/23-24 in Crystal City.  The event is $25 per coach and the Workshop has guest speakers and presenters.  The program offers coaches the chance to view training sessions and see the progressions coaches make to bring out the topic for training.  Some of the field presenters include Gordon Miller, VYSA Technical Director, Jim Gabarra, Washington Freedom Coach and Juan Carlos Michia, US National Staff Coach.  There will be an international clinician to be determined later.

ASA Coach Development – Bob Bigney has scheduled our first staff development session for tomorrow night 12/17 at the Gunston Bubble.  All coaches in the Club are expected to attend and participate.  We will discuss training ideas and leave some time for the staff to enjoy some playing together too.     

Coach Committee – The CC has been meeting regularly to discuss the tryouts and other technical issues.  The CC is working closely with the tryout committee to ensure the spring tryouts are run smoothly and efficiently.  One of the things we have been focusing on is the tryout schedule and the number of tryouts per age group.  The plan is to have 3 tryouts for age groups U9-13 and have 2 tryouts for the age groups U14-19.  We have also been looking at the staff for fall 09 and spring 10.  We will have this announced before the Club ASIST Tournament.  The issues involving the player fees and what teams can expect from that is being researched.  

ODP Staff/State Pools – The VYSA ODP Program has just completed its state pool inter-district games that form the tryouts for making the state pool and teams.  The coaching is well represented with ASA coaches.  Head coaches include Grant Smith, Curtis Wilson.  Assistant coaches include Tom Torres, Ann Cernicek, TJ White, Gayle Wilson.  VYSA guest state coaches include Matt Barlow.  ATSC has about 12 players in the ODP state pools for both boys and girls.   

There were no reports presented for the NCSL, WAGS or ODSL; nor were there reports from the Boys and Girls Commissioners. 

The board president mentioned the fact that the U16B Venom has been accepted to play in Region 1.  The U17B Legend and the U16G Blitz will be sitting out of the spring 2009 season.  He also raised the issue of the club forming tournament teams as an alternative to teams sitting out a season.  He indicated that he would like a Finance Committee to be formed. The committee would be responsible for looking at fee structures, tiered player fees, as well as asking coaches about best practices for high school age teams versus sitting out.

The Tryout Committee is working on the tryout calendar.  A survey was sent out to ATSC members.  The committee is hoping to get fields assigned earlier.  A suggestion was made to request Saturdays and Sundays as tryout days.

Information about coach’s compensation was discussed.  It was confirmed that the budgeted amount is $300 per year to reimburse coaches for mileage, food, hotel rooms for away tournaments.  

The Executive Director asked the board whether an ATSC survey should be sent out to members.  The board agreed and informed the executive director that once the survey is written it should be approved by the board before it is sent out.

Information about the guidelines on tournaments played by ATSC teams needs to be clarified to incorporate the fact that the ASIST tournament is included as an additional tournament for certain age-groups within the club.

